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PLIIORALIDUM PFOR: Chailrman, Ad Joc llequirenents Committec

SUBJIECT : Urgeant Requirement for TALZIT Coverage
of Indications Targets in Commuaist
Chiina.

Thig office believes that there is an urgent re-
auirement rFor photographic coverage oi targets in
Commuaist China for indications of Chicon intentious
to uadertalie further nilitary action in the Taiwan
Straits area.

Zegsunption of the shelling of Tuemoy demonstrates
tie coutinued warlike posture of the Chinese Communists
and¢ their readiness to use military means in pursuit of

thelr o&gectlveg. These onjectives include the establish-

nent, in the near future, of Chicom hegemony over the
i fsnore Islands., One canunot overlook the possibility
that military force night be used against one or nore
o tihege iglands Tiie temptation to attempt such a
vanwit night be neightened by tiie hope of achieving

a rapid seizure, presenting the world withh a fait
acconpii, and implyiang the military weakness Of the
Tnited States to prevent it, The Chicoms could wbe ex-~
pected to Llame the U,8, for frustrating the evolution
of peace in the Far Bast Ly haviag failed to compel
the withdrawal of Chiang's forces

™e islands in the Matsu Group could well e the
tarzet of such a coup.

spnecifically required at this time are:
(a) indicatious of the Luild-up oiX Chiicon

anphibious capabilities in the Foochow - Dantu
oy arvea,

(:) evidence of the build-up of naval forces

in the coastal areas irom Foochow to Shaunghai,

{(¢) dinformation on the deploynent of air
engtii - particularly jet ligat bombers - in

stre
the Hanschow -~ Jhanghail - Nanking - Hauchanp
areas,
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(¢) comparative data on build-up of ground
force strength in the Fulkien Military District.

The Danning of all aerial reconnaissance activity
thie China area has severely limited our intelligence
ppreciation of current Chicon capavilities and inten-
tions. Our very susceptikbility to surprise places the
J.3, at a Uisauvantagp in the contest for support ia
tie court of world opninion. Illoreover, the res DOuulplllty
oi the intelligence community with respect to warnings
oi tiie irminence of hostilities - the "Watch" function -
compel ug to press this requirement with all nroner
forcefulnoss.

TUNT IHGTON D, SHELHON
Lssistant Divector,
Current Intelligence
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